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State of South Dakota
SEVENTY-SECOND SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 1997

471A0292
HOUSE BILL  NO.   1139

Introduced by: Representatives Wick, Brown (Richard), Fischer-Clemens, and Schaunaman and
Senators Aker, Drake, Everist, Lawler, and Olson

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to allow early admission for certain kindergarten students.1

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:2

Section 1. That § 13-28-2 be amended to read as follows:3

13-28-2. Any child who is five years old on the first day of September is eligible for4

enrollment in kindergarten during that school year. Any school district may allow a child who5

is five years old on the thirty-first day of December to enroll in kindergarten during that school6

year if the child has passed an examination or screening that is approved by the school district7

and has been designed to assess child development and the child’s readiness for kindergarten.8

The school district may recover the costs of the examination or screening from the child’s parent9

or guardian. If the school district chooses to recover the examination or screening costs, low-10

income families are responsible for such costs at the same ratio and under the same eligibility11

criteria that apply to the payment of reduced charges for the school lunch program. Any child12

who is six years old by September first is eligible for enrollment in first grade during that school13

year. Any child in a kindergarten or prekindergarten program who was in compliance with the14

statutory eligibility dates in effect at the time of his enrollment may proceed in a continuous15
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educational program without interruption. Any child who transfers from another state may1

proceed in a continuous educational program without interruption.2

Any child under the age of five is eligible for admittance to a nursery school.3


